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caitlin.elder@tcboe.org 

English 11 American Literature 
  
Course Description:  

This course is a survey of American Literature that stresses literary and cultural themes. This 
course includes a variety of literary genres. A thematic approach is used. There is a strong emphasis on 
writing, speaking, and discussion. Discussion is the primary way in which students come to understand a 
particular issue or work of fiction, drama, or poetry. Discussion is both large group and small group. 
Discussions are sometimes student led. Cooperative learning groups are also used in this class. There 
are projects and assignments done individually as well. Students can expect to read and complete other 
work outside of class. 
  
Course Content/Outline: 

Unit One: Regionalism, Realism, & Naturalism 
● Introduction 
● “The Notorious Jumping Frog of Calaveras County” 
● “The Outcasts of Poker Flats” 
● “The Open Boat” 
● “To Build a Fire” 
● Related Nonfiction Articles and Essays  
● Grammar Workshops 
● STEM Project  

 
Unit Two: Native American Experience 

● Introduction 
● “I Will Fight No More Forever” 
● “Let Us Examine the Facts” 
● Related Nonfiction Articles and Essays 
● Grammar Workshop 
● Personal Narrative Essay 
● Unit Test 

 
Unit Three: Struggling for Equality 

● Introduction  
● “Keeping the Thing Going While THings Are Stirring” 
● “Ain’t I a Woman” 
● “The Story of an Hour” 
● “Douglass” 
● “The Yellow Wallpaper” 
● “We Wear the Mask” 
● Related Nonfiction Articles and Essays 
● Grammar Workshop 
● Persuasive Essay 
● Unit Test 
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Unit Four: Hemingway Unit 

● From The Sun Also Rises 
● From For Whom the Bell Tolls 
● “Bullfighting” 
● Related Nonfiction Articles and Essays 
● Grammar Workshop 
● Research Paper 
● Unit Test 

 
Unit Five: Gatsby Unit 

● From The Great Gatsby (alternative- The Bridal Party) 
● Nonfiction regarding 1920’s society, prohibition, jazz, etc. 
● Grammar Workshop 
● Critical Analysis essay for Gatsby  
● Unit Test 

 
Unit Six: Modernism Unit 

● Introduction  
● “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock” 
● Mini-poetry unit 
● Grammar Workshop 
● Imagist Poem  
● Unit Test 

 
Unit Seven: The Common Life Unit 

● Introduction  
● “Mending Wall” 
● Various Poems Dealing with Everyday Life 
● Nonfiction Articles and Essays 
● Unit Test 

 
Unit Eight: ACT Review Unit 

● Grammar and Style 
● Rhetoric 
● Reading Passages 
● Argumentative Essay 

 
Unit Nine: Harlem Renaissance  

● Introduction to the Harlem Renaissance and the Civil Rights Movement 
● Poetry of Langston Hughes 
● Zora Neale Hurston’s Strong Voice 
● Brown v. Board of Education 
● Martin Luther King Jr. and Civil Disobedience  
● James Baldwin’s Take on the Effects of Prejudice 

 
Unit Ten: Southern Renaissance Unit 

● Introduction 
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● “A Rose for Emily” 
● “The Jilting of Granny Weatherall” 
● Related Nonfiction Articles and Essays 
● Unit Test 

 
Unit Eleven: The Crucible Unit 

● The Crucible 
● “Why I Wrote the Crucible” 
● “Blacklisting Hollywood” 
● Drama 
● Persuasive Essay 
● Unit Test  

 
Unit Twelve: Early Contemporary Era Unit 

● “Kennedy’s Inaugural Address” 
● “Ambush” 
● Various Political Speeches  
● Contemporary Articles and Essays 
● Unit Test 

 
Textbook - Glencoe Literature (American Literature) 

***We will also be reading several stories and articles on Actively Learn on students’ 
Chromebooks so it is necessary to have a Chromebook for this class.  
 

Methods of Instruction: 
Discussion is the primary way in which students come to understand a particular issue or work of fiction, 
drama, or poetry. Discussion is both large group and small group. Discussions are sometimes student 
led. Cooperative learning groups are also used in this class. There are projects and assignments done 
individually as well. Students can expect to read and complete other work outside of class. 
 
Assessments/Major Assignments: 

● Unit Tests 
● Essays, 2 major essays per semester  
● Independent group project 
● Semester exam 

 
Materials/Supplies   
– One binder specifically for English 
– Loose leaf paper 
– 1 pack of at least 5 tab dividers: Labels for dividers 
– Composition Notebook 
– Blue or black pens 
– Pencils  
– Chromebooks 
 
 
 

http://brtom.org/litlinksus.html
http://mshogue.com/English_11/writing/essay.htm
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Grading Policy (Talladega County Board Policy) 
Gold Measures: 60% of Grade 
3-4 grades per grading period 
Major Tests/Exams 
Major Projects/Work Products 
Represents Mastery of Standards or Application of Standards 
 
Silver Measures: 30% of Grade 
4-5 grades per grading period 
Quizzes/ Checkpoints 
Small Projects 
Represents growth toward Mastery of Standards and/or Mastery of Prerequisite Skills 
 
Bronze Measures: 10% of Grade 
5-6 grades per grading period 
Homework 
Daily Grades 
Minor Classwork/ Projects 
Programs 
Represents Practice of Skills 

 
Student Work Expectations   
Late assignments are not accepted unless prior arrangements have been made. In some cases, late 
assignments may be graded for partial credit, at my discretion. Any assignment that is missed due to an 
absence is subject to the school handbook policy, allowing for one-two days per day absent depending on 
whether or not the absence(s) is excused. Assignments missing due to absences will be recorded in the 
online gradebook as a zero (0) until the assignment is received and evaluated. I reserve the right to 
refuse to accept a makeup assignments after the time allowed by the absence policy. 
 
Electronic Gradebook Policy 
Although many assignments will be returned to students in a hard copy form with hand-written feedback, 
some assignments will be submitted electronically and given embedded comments through Google 
Classroom. Additionally, student grades shall be made available on iNOW.  
 
Evaluating written work is a time-consuming endeavor, especially when it is an instructor’s goal to provide 
every student with constructive feedback. Teachers at the high school typically teach three separate 
courses, requiring a delicate balancing act--this year I have three sections of Junior English, two sections 
of AP English Language & Composition, and I am Yearbook Sponsor. I will make every effort to return 
assignments and post grades in a timely manner. I do kindly request your patience and hope that you will 
refrain from buffeting me with time-related queries. 
 
When you do look at your average in iNOW, you should keep in mind that during each nine weeks , your 
grade is constantly in flux. This means that your grade will continuously rise and fall, depending on how 
you have performed and the point value of the assignment. In the event that you have missed an 
assignment (homework, a quiz, etc.) due to an absence, it will be entered as a “0” (zero) until you have 
made up the assignment. Consult the school handbook for details about how much time you are allowed.  
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Classroom Procedures 
1. Entering class: All students are to be seated in their assigned seats, with all required materials on their 
desks, and working on the warm-up activity when the tardy bell rings.  
2. Prepared for class: All students are required to bring all of their materials to class everyday. This 
includes notebook, folder, Chromebook, writing utensils and any supplemental material.  
3. Speaking in class: All students are entitled and deserve an orderly and quiet environment that is 
conducive to learning. You must raise your hand and wait to be called on by the teacher. Language must 
be appropriate and respectful of others in the class – no cursing/swearing. Doing so will result in an 
immediate office referral! 
4. Bathroom: All students are expected to use the bathroom in-between classes. Students will only be 
dismissed to the bathroom in case of extreme emergency. You must obtain a hall pass in order to be 
dismissed to the bathroom. If you have a medical condition, and need to use the bathroom often, please 
ask your parent to provide a note.  
5. Ending class: The last two minutes of class will be dedicated to review and writing down classroom 
assignments for the next day. When the bell rings, students are expected to remain seated, and wait to be 
dismissed by the teacher. The bell does NOT dismiss you- the teacher does!  
 
Classroom Policies 

● Always be respectful and courteous. 
● Always be prepared and punctual. 
● Always be responsible. If you are absent, make up your work in a timely manner. 
● Always turn your work in on time, in the required format. 
● Always take the initiative and be resourceful when faced with obstacles. 
● Always participate and think. 
● Always be honest and work with integrity. Academic dishonesty is subject to the school-wide 

policy and will be investigated on a case-by-case basis. Plagiarism or cheating will result in a 0 
for the assignment and administrative action called for in the school handbook. 

● Always think about electronic device etiquette. Make sure you have read and understood the 
school’s new policy on electronic devices. Electronic devices should be silent--not seen, 
heard, or used. Our time in class is important; your personal communications can wait until after 
class. ANY use of electronic devices will result in an immediate referral to the office.  

 
Your responsibilities as a student in this class are:  
1. Be PRODUCTIVE – follow all instructions.  
2. Be PROMPT – you must be in your seat when the late bell rings.  
3. Be PREPARED – bring textbook, folder, journal, planner, and pen.  
4. Be POLITE – respect others and their property.  
5. Be PROUD – of your work, yourself, and your school.  

 
Class Consequences: Minor Offenses  

1.        Warning 
2.        Note or call to parent/written work assignment/detention 
3.        Office referral 

  
Major Offenses 
1. Office referral 
 

**Zero Tolerance for Outright Defiance & Disrespect (Including failing to complete 
assigned work) 
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Syllabus Acknowledgement  

Please return this page to the instructor by Monday August, 13th.  

Read and Sign Below: 

·         I have read the syllabus for my child’s English 11 American Literature Class.  

·         I have read and agree to the school-wide policies at MHS. 

·         I understand that this course is required for graduation and has an End of Course Test. 

·         I know that I can schedule a conference with my child’s teacher, Mrs. Elder, at any time during the 

semester by emailing Mrs. Elder at caitlin.elder@tcboe.org.  

·         Report cards are released every nine weeks. 

·         I understand that my child will read and view selected novels and videos in class. 

·         I also understand that the fastest way to reach my child’s teacher is through email 

(caitlin.elder@tcboe.org). Please allow 48 hours to respond. 

·         I know that I can view my child’s grades and attendance using iNOW located on the Munford School 

Website. (www.mhs.tcboe.org).  

·         Failure to read this syllabus in its entirety does not excuse the student or parent from their 

responsibility to abide by and support school and class rules established by the instructor.  This syllabus is 

a contract designed to inform both parent and student of classroom policies and procedures 

as well as ensure the integrity and rights of the instructor and student.  

  

Student Name (Print)____________________________________________ 

 

Student Signature_______________________________________________ 

  

Parent Name (Print)_____________________________________________ 

  

Parent Signature __________________________________ Date _________ 

  

Parent Email Address____________________________________________ 

  

Parent’s Daytime Phone Number ____________________________________ 
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